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Braving the Atlantic ocean
in their three-masted caravels,
Portuguese seamen set out on
expedition after expedition
during the fifteenth century.
They were trying to find a way
to India round Africa..

On May 22nd, 1498, after
ten months at sea, the west
coast of India was sighted by
a fleet of caravels under the
command of Vasco da Gama.
The following day they
dropped anchor off Calicut
and their long search was over.

Now it would be possible
for Portugal to trade direct
with the Far East. Before
Vasco da Gama’s arrival, the
only route from India to
Europe was by land across
Asia and the Turks and Egyp-
tians made Europeans pay
high prices for the goods they
allowed through.

The Portuguese were ex-
pecting to find Indian traders
eager to send spices, silk and
muslin, and precious stones
back to Portugal in exchange
for cheap trinkets but the
Indians laughed at Vasco da
Gama when he produced his
gifts.
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